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FAME ADVISORY NO. 012-21 
 
To      :            ALL FAME MEMBERS 
  
From     :            The Secretariat            
  
Subject  :            NEPTUNE DECLARATION - MAY SIGNATORY UPDATE 
  
Date       : 11 May 2021    
 

 
We are pleased to share with you below Update on Neptune Declaration as of May 2021 for your 
information. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
MA. DAPHNIE V. VARGAS  
Executive Secretary 
 

 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Bianca Garvin <bg@globalmaritimeforum.org> 
Date: Fri, May 7, 2021 at 9:29 PM 
Subject: Neptune Declaration - May Signatory Update 
To:  
 
Dear Signatory,  
  
We are delighted to share with you a message from the Chairs of the Maritime Industry Crew Change 
Taskforce. 
-- 
Dear Signatory to the Neptune Declaration, 
  
We have recently seen an alarming uptick in the number of Covid-19 cases, as new variants have 
degraded the pandemic and the Indian situation is posing a significant threat to crew-changes and the 
wellbeing of Indian seafarers.  
  
As a result, there has been an increase in travel restrictions in major seafaring nations and in crew-
change hubs. Very few seafarers have so far been vaccinated, which further complicates their ability to 
travel. Therefore, sustaining our efforts in facilitating crew-changes and supporting seafarers remains 
crucial.  
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To help support seafarers, the Seafarer International Relief Fund has been established by leading 
seafarer welfare charities and shipping industry players in order to support seafarers and their families 
devastated by the rampant COVID-19 pandemic in India and other countries. A number of major 
shipping organisations have already pledged their support to the fund. Information on how you can 
support the fund is contained in the attached slides. 
  
There has been progress on promoting access to vaccines for seafarers, thanks to efforts by many 
industry organisations, trade unions and international bodies. The International Labour Organisation 
adopted the “Resolution Concerning Covid 19 Vaccination for Seafarers” in late April, calling on 
governments to ensure seafarers have priority access to vaccines. 
 
As stated in the Neptune Declaration, solving the crew-change crisis remains a shared responsibility that 
requires collaboration. Recently, a group of leading charterers drafted a ‘Best Practices for Charterers’ 
document, with recommendations and examples of how charterers can help facilitate crew changes 
with the least possible disruptions. In a similar way, the UN Global Compact has developed ‘A Tool to 
Support Human Rights Due Diligence’ to call on cargo owners and charterers to address the crisis and 
work together to facilitate crew changes, which was launched on 6th May.  
  
Finally, to get better information on the crew-change situation and changes to it, we have created the 
Neptune Declaration Crew Change Indicator, which is based on data provided by leading ship managers. 
The first Indicator was published in May and we will be publishing it on a monthly basis. This will allow 
stakeholders to monitor developments and respond to any deteriorations. 
  
We will continue to keep you updated on developments and on ways through which you can help 
support the next steps. 
  
Thank you for all your good efforts and continuous support! 
  
Kind Regards, 
  
Graham Westgarth, V. Group 
Jeremy Nixon, ONE-Line 
As a Neptune Declaration Signatory you have demonstrated industry leadership. The Global Maritime 
Forum’s objective is to shape the future of global seaborne trade to increase sustainable long-term 
economic development and human wellbeing. To serve our mission, we facilitate a wide variety of 
initiatives and convene critical stakeholders. We hope you will continue to be a part of this, and we would 
like to involve you in relevant work going forward. If you do not want us to contact you further, please let 
us know at info@globalmaritimeforum.org. You can find our privacy policy here, as well as our 
initiatives here. 
  
  
 

mailto:info@globalmaritimeforum.org
https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/privacy-policy/
https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/initiatives
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https://splash247.com/cyprus-lays-out-how-to-get-all-seafarers-vaccinated/
http://www.ilo.ch/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---normes/documents/genericdocument/wcms_782880.pdf
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https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/neptune-declaration/best-practices-for-charterers
https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/news/our-best-practices-for-charterers-to-facilitate-crew-changes
https://unglobalcompact.org/library/5886
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https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/press/new-neptune-declaration-crew-change-indicator-takes-the-temperature-of-the-crew-change-crisis
https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/content/2021/05/The-Neptune-Declaration-Crew-Change-Indicator-May-2021.pdf
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https://www.ics-shipping.org/supporting-shipping/seafarers-international-relief-fund/
https://www.ics-shipping.org/supporting-shipping/seafarers-international-relief-fund/
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https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/content/2020/12/The-Neptune-Declaration-on-Seafarer-Wellbeing-and-Crew-Change.pdf

